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Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Dec 10, 1999 _ . • 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire Three month(s), or thirty days whichever 

is longer from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

H Claim(s) 1.3-5, and 8-61 is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) . is/are aIlowed - 

B3 Claim(s) 7, 3-5. and 8-61 is/are re i ected - 

□ Claim(s) is/are obiected ta 

r-j C | aims - are sub i ect t0 restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on __ is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Qpproved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) ■ 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

♦Certified copies not received: __ . . 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 
(e)7he invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371( c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent. 

3. Claims 1,3,5, 8-34 and 39-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Morita et al (US 5,832,470), hereafter Morita. 

In regard to claim 1 , "a document retaining means for retaining a plurality of folders each 
storing at least one document" (column 2, lines 66-67 and column 3, lines 1-10), "candidate 
folder selecting means for selecting a candidate folder suitable for retaining a new document by 
comparing a feature of the new document with an average of features of the documents stored in 
a folder among the plurality of folders (column 3, lines 48-57, column 6, lines 50-56 and 
column 11, lines 1-17) and "notifying means for providing notification of selected by the 
candidate folder selecting means" (column 12, lines 27-44 and column 14, lines 50-67), "in 
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order that an operator can determine a folder in which the document will be stored based on the 
notification" (column 21, lines 19-62). 

In regard to claim 3, "a plurality of candidate folders suitable for saving the new document 
are selected and a list of a plurality of selected candidate folders is displayed" (column 16, lines 
29-52). 

In regard to claim 5, "retaining means for retaining a plurality or folders each for storing a 
plurality of sets of documents" (column 3, lines 20-32), "selecting means for selecting at least 
one folder from among said plurality of folders based on a number of sets of document 
information containing a keyword inputted as a search condition" (column 25, lines 27-35 and 
lines 63-67 and column 26, lines 1-9) and "notifying means for providing a notification of the 
folder selected by said folder determining means" (Column 29, lines 57-67 and column 30, lines 
1-3 and lines 60-67), "in order that an operator can determine a folder in which the document 
will be stored based on the notification" (column 7, lines 15-37). 

In regard to claim 8, "selecting means selects the folder through statistical estimation using 
the number of information sets of documents belonging to the folder and the number of 
documents matching the search condition" (column 11, lines 53-57 and column 24, lines 36- 



In regard to claim 9, "retaining a plurality of folders each of which is for storing at least 
one document" (column 2, lines 66-67), "selecting at least one candidate folder suitable for 
retaining a new document by comparing a feature of the new document with an average of 



57). 
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features of documents stored in a folder among the plurality of folders" (column 3, lines 48-57 
and column 6, lines 50-56) and "providing a notification of the candidate folder selected in said 
selecting step" (column 12, lines 27-44), "in order that an operator can determine a folder in 
which the document will be stored based on the notification" (column 10, lines 22-49). 

In regard to claim 10, "judging a similarity degree between document information and a 
plurality of sets of information of documents stored in a folder" (column 1, lines 38-67, column 
6, lines 57-67 and column 7, lines 1-8), "calculating a similarity order of a plurality of folders in 
accordance with the similarity judged in said judging step" (column 13, lines 5-18, column 25, 
lines 63-67 and column 26, lines 1-9) and "providing notification of the similarity order of the 
plurality of folders calculated in said calculating step" (column 26, lines 10-38 and column 27, 
lines 2-24), "in order that an operator can determine a folder in which the document will be 
stored based on the notification" (column 13, lines 19-67). 

In regard to claim 1 1, "retaining a plurality of folders each of which is for storing a 
plurality of sets of document information" (column 3, lines 20-32), "selecting at least one folder 
from among the plurality of folders based on a number of sets of document information containing 
a keyword inputted as a search condition" (column 25, lines 27-35 and lines 63-67 and column 
26, lines 1-9) and "providing a notification of the folder selected in said selecting step" (column 
29, lines 57-67 and column 30, lines 1-3), "in order that an operator can determine a folder in 
which the document will be stored based on the notification" (column 25, lines 19-39). 

Claim 12 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 9. 
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Claim 13 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 10. 
Claim 14 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 1 1 . 
Claims 15 and 16 are rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 3. 
In regard to claim 17, "further comprising means for updating the feature of the folder in 
response to saving of the new document in the candidate folder" (column 14, lines 5-10). 

In regard to claim 18, "wherein the document includes vector data" (column 11, 

lines 20-36). 

In regard to claim 19, "wherein the candidate folder has a high-level rank as determined by 
the result of the comparison" (column 12, lines 45-64). 

In regard to claim 20, "wherein said notifying means displays a label which is set in 
advance to indicate the candidate folder" (column 25, lines 19-35). 

In regard to claim 21, "wherein the document includes text data" (column 25, lines 40- 

62). 

In regard to claim 22, "further comprising means for causing the selected candidate folder 
to save the new document" (column 26, lines 10-38). 

Morita did not disclose "saving the new document." It would be inherent to save a new 
document to a folder and for a user to retrieve the saved document to work on when needed. 

Claim 23 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 17. 

Claim 24 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 18. 

Claim 25 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 19. 
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Claim 26 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 20. 

Claim 27 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 21. 

Claim 28 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 22. 

Claim 29 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 23. 

Claim 30 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 18. 

Claim 3 1 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 19. 

Claim 32 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 20. 
-Claim 33 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 21. 

Claim 34 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 22. 

In regard to claim 39, "wherein, in notifying step, notification is provided only of a 
predetermined number of folders which have a high rank of similarity order" (column 18, lines 
48-67 and column 19, lines 1-30). 

In regard to claim 40, "wherein the document is stored in at least one folder mentioned in 
the notification provided in the notifying step" (column 2, lines 66-67 and column 3, lines 1- 



In regard to claim 41, "wherein said notifying step includes displaying a label set in 
advance to the selected folder" (column 25, lines 19-35). 

Claim 42 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 33. 
Claim 43 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 29. 



19). 
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In regard to claim 44, "wherein the document is stored in at least one folder mentioned in 
the notification provided in said notifying step" (column 6, lines 50-56 and column 8, lines 42- 



In regard to claim 45, "wherein said notifying step includes displaying label set in advance 
to the selected folder" (column 2, lines 49-67 and column 4, lines 3-39). 

Claim 46 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 33. 

In regard to claim 47, "wherein said notifying means displays a label set in advance to 
indicate the selected folder" (column 25, lines 8-18 and lines 19-35)^ 

In regard to claim 48, "wherein the selected folder contains a predetermined number of 
folders which are highly ranked in said number" (column 16, in particular lines 53-67 and 
column 17, in particular lines 1-4). 

In regard to claim 49, "wherein said selecting means selects folders which are highly 
ranked in including the keyword" (column 20, lines 40-62). 

In regard to claim 50, "wherein the document information includes text data" (column 25, 
lines 40-62). 

In regard to claim 51, "further comprising control means for causing the selected folder to 
store the document information" (column 21, lines 19-30). 

Claim 52 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 47. 
Claim 53 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 48. 
Claim 54 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 49. 



56). 
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Claim 55 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 50. 
Claim 56 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 5 1 . 
In regard to claim 57, "wherein said notifying step includes displaying a label set in 
advance to indicate the selected folder" (column 3, lines 48-57 and column 6, lines 15-24). 
Claim 58 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 48. 
Claim 59 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 49. 
Claim 60 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 55. 
Claim 61 is rejected on the same basis as stated above for claim 5_1 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

5. Claims 4 and 35-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hill et al 
(US 5,745893), hereafter Hill. 

In regard to claim 4, "judging means forjudging a similarity degree between document 
information and a plurality of sets of information of documents stored in a folder" (column 1, 
lines 33-41 and column 2, lines 25-38), "similarity order calculating means for calculating a 
similarity order of a plurality of folders in accordance with the similarity judged by judging means 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 
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(column 1, lines 42-67 and column 2, lines 39-48) and "notifying means for providing 
notification of the similarity order of the plurality of folders calculated by said similarity order 
calculating means" (column 3, lines 1-38). 

In regard to claim 35, "wherein said notifying means provides notification only of a 
predetermined number of folders which have a high rank of similarity order" (column 6, lines 24- 
38). 

In regard to claim 36, "wherein the document stored in at least one folder mentioned in 
the notification provided by.said notifying means" (column 6, lines 60-67 arid column 7, lines 1- 
16). 

In regard to claim 37, "wherein said notifying means displays a label set in advance to the 
selected folder" (column 2, lines 49-67 and column 4, lines 3-39). 

In regard to claim 38, "wherein the document includes text data" (column 4, lines 41-61). 

Conclusion 

6 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Nakagawa et al (5,819,295) disclosed a document management and storage system with a 
folder management and retrieving means. 

Millier et al (5,899,995) disclosed the organization of information into hierarchically 
arranged folders. 
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Krellenstein (5,924,090) disclosed searching a database of records and organizing the 
search results into categories that can be displayed as folders on a user's display. 

INQUIRIES 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Ms. Ella Colbert whose telephone number is (703) 308-7064. The Examiner 

can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Thomas 

Black, can be reached on (703)305-9707.- - - - — - - - 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703)308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry). 

Or: 

(703)308-5403 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, Virginia., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-9600. 

Colbert 

December 20, 1999 




Hosain Alam 
Primary Examiner 
Sector 2700 



